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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice our 
support for Senate Bill 0229, extending the Wavemakers Fellowship program 
to include teachers, and high-demand science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics teachers. We thank Senators Pearson for sponsoring and 
Senators Murray, DiPalma, Gallo, and Cano for co-sponsoring. 
 
According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, jobs in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) are expected to grow; 
however, there aren’t enough qualified individuals to fill those positions. This 
will impact Rhode Island as well. For example, in 2021, in the Rhode Island 
Comprehensive Assessment System (RICAS), only 25% of third graders 
and 16% of eighth graders met or exceeded expectations in math. 
Additionally, jobs in STEM pay significantly more than other forms of work, 
however, both women and People of Color are underrepresented. For example, 
11% of the workforce identify as Black, but are only 7% of all STEM workers, 
and Latinos are 17% of the workforce but only 7% of all STEM workers. 
  
A large part of the problem is the need for more STEM educators. According to 
the American Institute of Physics, between 2017–2018, there was a shortage 
of approximately 100,000 high school and 150,000 middle school educators in 
STEM. The cost of tuition is a barrier for many people to enter the field of 
education. In a report by Brookings Institution, incentives such as loan 
forgiveness and other financial hardship supports for teaching can allow 
educators to focus on their occupations and retain them in the classroom. These 
programs also help diversify the teaching workforce, thus supporting the 
learning and growth of all students.  
 
Technology has proven to be an essential aspect of our lives, from the phones 
in our pockets to medical advances, the development of our highways, and 
addressing climate change. Therefore, we must invest in qualified STEM 
educators to make Rhode Island a competitive leader in the industry.  
 
We urge the Committee to consider revisions that would extend the Wavemaker 
Fellowship and include childhood educators and administrators who have a 
degree in child development/early childhood education or a degree in an 
unrelated field but with significant coursework in child development/early 
education and working in licensed childcare centers, family child care homes, 



in IDEA funded programs, and in evidence-based family home visiting and bilingual teachers 
who can support the 15,107 Multilingual Learners/English Learners in Rhode Island. Thank you 
for the opportunity to testify today. 
 
 



 


